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The Durand Group is a fraternd
asgciation of individuas who have
voluntarily — undertaken to work
together to further research and
investigation  of  military-related
subterranean  fedaures  including:
military mining systems; tunnels;
subways; dugous and hkunkers, and
other underground structures.

The Group currently numbers about 30
members with a wide range of skills
drawn from both civilian occupations and
the military. The Honorary President is
Lord Astor of Hever (a Grandson of Field
Marshal Earl Haig). The Group is named
after an abandoned fougasse mine,
originally laid to support the Canadian
attack on Vimy Ridge in 1917, and
recently rendered inert by one of the
Group's EOD specidlists.

The Durand Group’s logo shows a
fiery-winged dragon, representing the
power of the explosive mines used in
the First World War. The dragon is
poised within atunnel, the roaof of which
forms the Group title. The motto is
Ubique Sub Terra (Everywhere
Underground).
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Military subterranean construction and
warfare, particularly that related to the First
World War, has been a much neglected area
of study. The Durand Group’s primary
focus is on addressng this omisgon, so that
the arrent generation may better
understand, and commemorate the sacrifices
of their forbears.

The Durand Group liases with
historians, archivists and organisations
involved with military archaeology and
battlefield interpretation and conservation.
Projects are undertaken in liaison with
locd and national archaeologicd and aher
authorities. The Group has established
itself as a leading exponent in this
specialist practica research arena.

Each member brings a specialist skill or
competence to The Durand Group, giving it
an unrivalled capability within the emerging
arena of battlefield archaeology and studies.
This unique corporate epertise includes:
archaeologicd survey and excavation;
shafting; climbing and potholing;, plant
operation; project management; engineqing;
IT; film production; explosive ordnance
disposal; medicd support; historicd studies
and archival research.
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Currently, most of the costs are
borne voluntarily by Durand
Group members  through
contributions, by meding their
own expenses and by freely
supplying their expertise and
personal resources.

Procurement of equipment has been
fadlitated by donations from a number of
individuals and organizations, as well as
from members remitting fees from
presentations to Group funds. Equipment
on loan under sponsorship arrangements
has also been made available to The
Group. The Ministry of Veterans Affairs
of Canada dso makes available plant and
materials for work on their memorial sites.

work

The Durand Group base for most
in Northern France, and the
centre for stores and equipment, is a
converted farmhouse near St Pol -
owned by a Group member. This
minimizes the administrative costs of
project work.

k.

With the continued expansion of the range
of Durand Group activities, increasing
cdls upon the Group expertise, and the
developing  historicd, militaay and
archaeologicd interest in the First World
War and other past battlefield areas, there
is, however, a growing neea for
gponsorship  provision and  financial
support.
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Battlefield terrain and sub-surface features
pose ther own unique hazards and
problems. The Durand Group has
developed techniques to ameliorate the
considerable risks sometimes involved.

paramount importance.

At every stage of project work and site
investigations, safety fadors are assessd
&, and health implicaions consdered. The
' Group continually strives to develop its
expertise and procedures to minimize risk
' and to improve working practices D they
B arethe safest possble.

Frequent training in the wide range
of skills necessary for this work is
an esential part of the dhos of The
Durand Group. Training both on
and off site with Group members
and with other specialists and
asociated individuals is a regular
occurrence.
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Project management is a cre
capability of The Durand
Group. The challenging
A nature  of  the  work
18l environment  dictates  that
£ detailed planning must take
place for all activities. Group
members have developed
unique epertisein this arena.

Ste safety protocols, risk |
amelioration guidelines and
detailed work plans are |
produced for all projects. The
Durand Group has specific
protocols for work and aher
adivity  underground and g &
defined emergency procedures. = =34
These aim to ensure both L
efficient and safe working
practices.

| All projects are documented and
reported in a wide range of media
both for archival records and
(where applicable) to suit customer
requirements.  Written  reports,
photography, mapping, €electronic
| survey results, video footage and
" CD-ROM documentation can all
be produced as required.
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The foundation for the successof
The Durand Group lies in
extensive prior research of the
historicd records available.
Detailed examination o
available archives in the United
Kingdom, France, Begium,
Germany, Canada and elsewhere
IS a continuous Process

S\ Pl N ewetct —
War  Diaries, Staff and
Intelligence Reports, personal
narratives and Mining Records
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information, as do Trench and
Mining Maps and plans.
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Service Records
and historical and
other publications
are also o great
asgstance.

Written records are further
bolstered by contemporary
photography of the period,
especialy air photographs.
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Survey and mapping are core skills of The
Durand Group. The nedl to accurately record
and map both surface and sub-surface battlefield
features is paramount to the interpretive process

Digital terrain mapping enables

The Durand Group to assess
what is going on beneah the
surface by studying the subtle
changes in surface topography
without the need for invasive
excavation. Techniques ranging
from GPS fixes to simple chain
and graphic survey are used to
correlate battlefield features and
records to modern plans and

Maps.
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The Durand Group has gained
extensive eperience in  non-
intrusive geophysicd investigation
of WW1 battlefields.

The Durand Group has investigated the
use of ground penetrating radar and
electromagnetic induction survey at both
Vimy Ridge and on the Somme. It
continues to develop these processes and
other geophysicd techniques, including
magnetometer surveys and dowsing, to
fadlitate the examination of First World
War sit

These techniques alow the
team to aswess what lies
beneath the ground without
unnecessarily disturbing the
terrain, and to subsequently
target al excavations to
minimize damage to the
historicd resource  and
archaeologicd fabric.
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Thistednique caises
minimum damage to the
fabric of the battlefield and
permits regular monitoring
of sub-surface features. It
provides valuable
geologicd and aher data
to inform the excavation
planning process
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Where it is necessary, physicdly, to
asEss the state of sub-surface features
before acaess The Durand Group has
developed a novel boring and remote
endoscopic examination technique.
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The Group works closdly in association
with regional and locd archaeologicd
departments, conforming with current
regulations and planned development of

the archaeologicd record.

The Durand Group has taken a
leading role in developing
excavation tedniques on and
below the First World War
battlefields, with particular regard
to long term conservation needs
and the integrity of the
archaeologicd fabric.

The Durand Group has also
been adive with heritage and
conservation proj ects. It
contributes  substantialy to
studiesin thisfield.
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During the course of recent sub-
terranean battlefield excavations
The Durand Group has recovered
a wide range of First World War
artifacts  that  contribute  to
understanding many of the detailed
and personal aspects of the
conflict.

Where pradical all artifacts recovered are
recorded acarding to current
archaeologicd practice and then handed
over to the appropriate locd or regional
authority for preservation and storage.

The Durand Group has been responsible
for the recovery of many unique examples
of tods and equipment assciated with
mining and tunnelling adivities and other
faaets of trench warfare.
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The historical and archaeologicd
resource represented by military
subterranean features is unique.
Investigation is necessary in order
to understand fully the historical
record. The Durand Group has

developed gspecialist skills

to

Investigate and adequately record

these features.

The hostile nature of the
subterranean environment has
necesstated The Durand Group
developing extensive safe
working practices to guard
against: tunnel collapse; flooding;
gas poisoning; biologicd
contamination; and explosive
hazards.

The Group has gained extensive
experience with subterranean
investigative projects at Vimy Ridge
and Beaumont Hamel in France on
behalf of Veterans Affairs Canada and
the French Archaeologicd Authorities,
and in aher WW1 bettlefield locdities.
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During thelr subterranean
investigations The Durand
Group has discovered a
plethora of graffiti and other
wartime carvings, pictures and
writing on the dak walls of
the tunnel systems.

Varied in its artistic merit this graffiti
nevertheless provides a very human
and personal insight into the lives of
the soldiers, who built, passed through
and, in some instances, fought and
died in the subterranean workings.
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The eplosive legacy left after the
First World War in Belgium and
France remainsimmense. It is
estimated that along the line of the
Western Front there remain some
30 million artillery shell s and heavy
mortar rounds, of which 750,000
could be dhemicadl filled, and some
33 million grenades of all types.

Whilst the surface hazards are
relatively well known, the sub-surface
legacy is not. A number of very large,
deg mine darges were abandoned or
lost to enemy adion and not recovered.
They «till remain in Situ today, posing
asignificant public safety hazard.

The potential danger from these ‘lost’
mines was graphicdly demonstrated in
1955 when a 26,000lb charge exploded at
Le Pelerin during a thunderstorm. The
explosive ordnance disposal expertise
available within The Durand Group has
enabled it to confront and deal with these
hazards. To date team members have
made safe three mine charges totaling
16,600l bs. of ammonal explosive.
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Further information about The Durand Group can be obtained from the
following:

Lieutenant Colonel Mike Dolamore MBE RLC
Deputy Chairman The Durand Group

5 Wentworth Avenue

Temple Herdewyke, Southam

Warwickshire CV47 2UA

E-mail: mike@dolamore.demon.co.uk

Mr Andy Prada

Honorary Secretary The Durand Group
7 Esex Close

Middlesex, HA4 9PX

E-mail: andyprada@fougassefilms.co.uk

Mr David Hedges

Honorary Membership Secretary The Durand Group
99 Cliff Rd, Felixstowe

Suffolk, IP11 95A

E-mail: David.j.hedges@btopenworld.com

Lieutenant Colond (Retired) Philli p Robinson
Chairman The Durand Group

26 Valley Mead

AnnaValley, Andover

Hampshire SP1L1 7SB

E-mail: pgrobinson@telcodu.net



